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Faustyn 11 (1926-1929)i k aszubski e korzenie wgadcy hai

Co i jak pisano o Faustynie Wirkusiel narracja litewska

Zanim przejdn do tematu tej cznSci artyk
jedynie zagadnienie) api sal o tym, jak prasa amerykaGEsk
20. XX w. , gdy Faustyn Wirkus powr - -ci g z I
w Swiecie znanym czgdowiekiem. Naj pierw, 0 C 2
W prasie gagmerkylkasa®@Gsknmiendzywoj ennego, na tyle
niemal nie zwracano uwagi na etniczne pochodzenie naszego bohatera. Dopiero w okresie
p-¥niejszym, prawdopodobnie pod wpgywem nar
o Uogni ekraz@s ka me rpyo | s k i ie RplishAmericah sottierezy iPalish
American U.S. Marine Zapewne przyczyniga sin do tego
jednym z element -w bygo uwzgl idniWhoswhoin ego o
Polish Ameica, wydanym w Nowym Jorku w 1943 r.

Wirkus, Faustin. Salesman. Born in
Dupont, Pa. When 17 entered the
U.S. Marine Corps. For ten years he
stayed at Haiti; here on the island La
Gonave he was elected a king by the
colored people in 1927 and ruled until

1929. He was forced to abdicate by his

transfer. Married Yula Fuller, of At-

lanta, Ga., and has been a securi
salesman 1n New York, N, Y.

H a sWirkus Faustyrnw Who's who in Polish America. A Biographical Directory of Palish
American Leaders and Distinguished Poles Resident in the AmeaechB. Bolek, New

York 1943.
Natomiast preent owany poni Ue|j artykug z pr a
mi ndzywojennego stanowi pewnego rodzaju wyj N

pochodzenia Wi rkusa. Napisano w ni m, Ue Fau
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AYénkegMar:neKlng aNegro Queen onaMagic Islandnear Haf

fringed with crimsen coral thers
rules, liks 2 monarch of old, a
ng over a black populace. Con-
y, though by no means conjugally,
there rules with him a coal-black
She iz a Haitian} he a Heuten-

ant of the United States Marines,
Tais is not & fanciful echo from Kip-
ling or Conrad, but the saber siate-
ment of a fact of which the world at
large was totally unaware until, just
& curious set of
stances broughi king, gueen and island
seruti;
The ‘;Iand is ceiled 1a Gonave, a
2 of land forty
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King Wirkue, Still in Marine

miles long, thirty miles northwest of
Tort - au - Prince,
Though larger than Martinicue, La
Gonave has been, lhmuxllun( its curis
oua existence, 0 little considered that
until Ir.at 3rxr there was no adequate

interior,
Nor, mml the publicatian of w B

pwpla learn anyibing ab
Lastic {)nmm\e culture that,

vated to a throne an unpre-
tentious Pennsylvania boy, supersed-
ing In power but not replacing the
sturdy negress whose sceptre had long
r.:used ber subjects to tremble and

Ul‘ the triology of things—king,
queen, island—~the male monarch and
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relief m six months,
ficers he wunted to stay three years,
mayhe longer.

Job, keeping his reports in tipt
donbling tax colleclions, assisting thos:
natives who were
intricacies of machinery fo repa:ir it,
They began to attribute to him almost
supérnatural powers—and finally de.

the Mystericus Illnr.d of L- Gon.-v
d

BLACK MONARCH
Queen Ti Meminne, Who, with King Wirkus, Conjaintly Rules

She Wears o
Thess for

U-u-lly

Mother

More Oﬂu-ml G-rl- on State On:umovu

his unique stutus, which every
dn-nmmg schuolboy  would envy,
form perhaps the niost unusual and
interesting theme, Ha is Fuustin 13
Wirkus, twenty-nina, boen in the
town o{ Pittston, Pennsylvania,
hB‘\Z‘!C In the care o
the coal end farming district

of !hat (rullf\l] region.
Wirkus, senfor, was & German-
American, both farmer and miner.
~French

Hig X

woman, when n Cathulic priest came
to baptlze Yier bahy litfe Faustin,
in 1804, edmitted thet they hudn'l
been able Lo ngree on @ name for
tho infant. She begged the priest
to clwose one.

‘Then an odd thing hup,wwev! Ran-

eacking hiz mind fora*‘good name,"
the pm-utc ccd upon‘i:nuslxn. and
thus the Wi aby was haptized.

irku
It iz highly uali Ln\v that the ami-
sble priest could have known that
in xaés a cortain negro, Soulouqne,
d teon proclafmed Bmperor of
Hniti, as Fausiin 1, yet just that
had happened. This dusky monareh

hnd tried to conguer Santa Dominga;
hud failed, snd, say blind soothsaycrs
on La Gonave today, had ridden off
on & white
Figurein a Native Celebration Prct}xﬂ.mn
&nd Surrounded by Admiring

burse, acconipunied by the
Lhzt soma day he would

"miraculovsly return.”

to the time that young Favslin

“‘lrfus was twenty and hed run awny
to join the Marines, the name, “Tluiti,”
meant it
out of a geogruphy bovk. He proved to
be un excellent soldier, and it wasn't
long before he was promoted ta b top
sergeancy.
motiv

a to him except something

At his own request—Lhe
of which he himself apparently
't l\row—hr was druppfu from a
La Ganave. He was promised
but told his of-

He proved a perfect man fot the

wildered by the

clded, quite of their own nccord, to

crown him king. It Is intercsting to

noto that they refer to him ox “He
Who Was to Come."

You nmy wonder what particular

1 nele him go imprese

i 1\'\\:-\‘& on La

hard boiled to l,}ml pmnt which every
true Murine should nltain, he i
the same, something of nn
peither drinking nor amoking.
3 s nre not due to uny ezperia
Tt marely to the faet

lace,” n stone cancreta bun-
palow with o acreened parch, Iz in
Anse-n-Galets, capital of this falnnd
kingdom.  His furnitury i American-
marde, irone cota and dining room tabls,
with Haitian chairs and rockers, n gus:
oline pressure tamy, and he yard a
barrsl shuwor, sot upan qpolfes and
xluv.hled by a sereen of hranchen.
“Hut,” yoo probmbly ohiuct, “Lhat
rlvc- us a picture of the mnn's I,h-
ut na portrail of himself. What wiy
there in his appeamnee that ro llrl‘
the Gonavians that they made him
their monrarch?™ Fortunately, thls ean
be readily angwered; for on one of hie
very Infrequent tripa to the States
hlg ordinary holiduy is a montkly week-
end ot Port-au-Princo—King Faustin
and the writer met
ho m\::rlrd in perfect phys
vith slmw-m]and hair,

¥

ght in build, the Ki squnre
w) rather terrifyingly
into a right, ,m:!ﬁ when he feels
eseion i8

with n duf.

of casugl pleasantnes

iete eolf-command. Tn

ivillz nay  Greenwichy
Villags or o5 Square, New Yorik—
hy 's qu (i affable, but not very
¥ to know. Polit mtnhwcn! .nd

& uvrrlly the “ruler Lype” of which

in Donned This

First-Hand Facts About a Fantastic Colony
Ruled by a Boy with the Same Name as
Its Ancient Dusky
Emperor

WIRKUS'S CROWN
For His Coronalion =s Ruler of [
King Faus
Elsbaorate Headdross, of Modified Tritak
African Detizn, Constructed of
Ribbons, Feathers and Mirrors.
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Balore King Fauslin Wirkus Cania to La Gonave,

'ay No Mnp Which Charted the Interior o

the laland. Above Is His Accurnte, Official
a

f lts Topography.

iln)'li’!ﬂkli{y 11-115 un,

xully. hm.
crented postir with ie disclosures of
Veodao riluals and orgles on 1l
Maitiun mainland, dhe Ia hoth n con
manding and uhgh'ly eomie charncler.
Dwelling (n the interior, on a foreated
niountain top In Luia Noir (Binck
Waouda), she in nurroumded by pirimo
ors, a enbinet, and an “prmy.’
Iing Wirkus's eoronation taok place
thera with an elahorute  caremuny.
Fiaga Nupped ovor i he ey
nntl polm branches were strown
path, mn enermous yellow sille ban-
dunnu was draped arouml his figure
und  mnchotes  were Jaid upon bla
xi'ulnlrll ra und he waa earrled round
wind D a civele, seated in a chair.

nm Quesn o ribed Ay u lmn-:‘
squat negross, Nifly years old or move,
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a Author Seabropk,

In a chuckered iloum-
She
She was

harefooted, Slio heuvad herself up and
waddled to gract us as we ditmointad.
+ . $3ha wna n widow and boss of her
own houschald as well 08 a quean.”

1L seeme almost unnoceosary 10 add
King Wirkus
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Prawdopodobnie poprzez prasi ameryka@skN,
przez wychodzNce w Ameryce czasopisma | itews
zapoznal mi eszkaC®y Litwy i Pol ski . Na takN
zani eszczone w prasie |litewskiej [ pol skiej o

Narracja |itewska pojawiga sin prawdopood
prawdopodobnie, gdyU ze wzglindu na bariert
Fr-deg | ipewsNigem, poseuki wa®E na szerszN ska
tzw. Slad |itewski szybko okazag sin fagszy
niezmiernie ciekawa) . O tym, Oe Litwini szyb

~

wpras e pol skiej, kt -re niUej prezentujn.

O Wirkusie jako Litwinie informowag ADzi el
wychodzNcy we Lwowie organ Pol skie]j P

Zaznaczyl tut aj od razy naleUOy, Ue ADz
litewskiep czasopisma (w rzeczywistoSci tytug | e
| ey na Oceanie Spokojnym, tyl ko Atlantyckir
Karaibskim. Istotne j e s t j ednak t o, Ue pol ska gazeta

pochodenia naszego bohatera.

W maju 1929 r., z pewnN dozN sarkazmu (po
premier a Litwy Augustinasa Vol demar as a) od
czasopismo socjalistyczne ( kor zeySsntiajjNchADzz aem
Ludowyo), tygodni k ACznAnstochowianino.
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